MEDIA RELEASE

TASMANIA’S MARITIME INDUSTRY URGES GOVERNMENT TO TAKE THEIR CONCERNS SERIOUSLY 

The Tasmanian Polar Network (TPN) and the Tasmanian Maritime Network (TMN) have joined forces to respond to the State’s Government’s draft Hobart Railyards Urban Design Strategy.

The document clearly outlines the concerns of members of the TPN and the TMN and it urges the Government to consider a whole range of factors in considering any type of development for the Hobart Port.

Chairman of the Tasmanian Polar Network, Bill Lawson, said the proposed Railyards Urban Design Strategy directly affects the business interests and activities of members from both the TPN and TMN.

Mr Lawson said the Port of Hobart is an important facility for all Antarctic and Maritime activities and that any proposed development must take a holistic perspective. 
“All Hobartians have a duty to preserve the legacy of past generations in ensuring the natural attributes of the Port of Hobart remain available to future generations.

“We have spent many hours considering and collating the key concerns raised by our members. Many believe that as it stands the Hobart Railyards Urban Design Strategy will have an adverse impact on their businesses, the future of the Hobart Port, the future of the Antarctic shipping industry and other Maritime activities,” Mr Lawson said.
“It is not something to consider light-heartedly. This document represents the voice of the majority of our members. We urge the Government to take these concerns very seriously.”

Chairman of the Tasmanian Maritime Network, Chris Edwards, said the Hobart Port is a valuable and rare resource in that it is the second-deepest natural port in the world and members do not want to see the Port compromised now or into the future.

Mr Edwards said the response to the Hobart Railyards Urban Design Strategy is a comprehensive review of the strategy and outlines a vision for the Port of Hobart, the opportunities and challenges, key issues and concerns with proposed waterfront developments and a list of recommendations for the Government.

“We are pleased to have the opportunity to comment on the draft strategy and congratulate the Government in its openness and transparency in this matter. However, we cannot emphasise enough how important the concerns that have been raised in this document are. To follow through with the transparency, the Government must give full consideration to the concerns raised in our response and assess each one carefully and fully.”

For further comment please contact Chairman of the Tasmanian Polar Network, Bill Lawson on 0418 123 293 and Chairman of the Tasmanian Maritime Network, Chris Edwards on 6273 1533 .
